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Cemetery Purposes

ÅPlaces of burial and memorial

ÅSacred spaces 

ÅHistoric landscapes 

ÅCultural meanings

ÅUrban green spaces

ÅProvides natures benefits

ÅPreserves natural landscape



Policy Differences
Sweden United States

ÅPublicly owned/managed

ÅAll Swedes pay a burial tax 

ÅBurial tax funds pay for  
maintenance of green spaces

ÅRe-use of graves (without disturbing  
bodies already buried)

ÅAll cemeteries protected for cultural 
value in the law

ÅManagement plan for long term 
preservation of the landscape

ÅPrivately owned/managed

ÅGrave sites privately owned

ÅSale of gravesite lots and burials pay for 
green space management

ÅOnly some cemeteries are protected as 
cultural and historical landscapes

ÅSome state government oversight

ÅManagement plan dependent on 
cemetery staff/Board of Directors 


